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Summary

During the last decades The world has been facing tremendous political transformations and
new risks: epidemics such as HIV/Aids have had destabilizing effect on the caretaking role of
kin; in post-socialist countries political reforms have made unemployment a new source of 
insecurity. Furthermore, the state!s withdrawal from providing social security is taking place 
throughout the world. One response to these developments has been increased migration, 
which poses further challenges to kinship-based social support systems. This innovative 
volume focuses on the ambiguous role of religious networks in social security and traces the 
interrelatedness of religious networks and state and family support systems. Particularly 
timely, it describes these challenges as well as social security arrangements in the context of
globalization and migration. The wide range of case studies from various parts of the world 
that examine various religious groups offers an important comparative contribution to the 
understanding of religious networks as providers of social security.

"[A] coherent set of theoretically interesting discussions based on sound empirical work … 
[to] contribute to some of the major issues of social anthropology." —Keebet von Benda-

Beckmann, Max-Planck-Institute, Halle "... a good range of ethnographic material and 
theoretical debate. The Introduction does a good job of binding the chapters together." —
Frances Pine, Goldsmiths College
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