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Call for Paper for a Publication on

Control of irregular migration and its impacts on immigrant communities 

This publication aims at comparing different control policies of irregular migration and highlighting their impacts on immigrant communities. It focuses on two major areas of immigration: the European Union and the USA. The issue of border control management has become a world wide challenge for nation states. At the same time, questions regarding the integration of migrants and their behaviour in reaction to the policy developments have reached the top of the political agenda. Nevertheless, the link between both topics has been rarely discussed. This publication is based on a workshop held at the Metropolis conference in Bonn in October 2008. The presented papers on the EU border with Morocco and Turkey, as well as on the US-Mexico border case shall be extended with further case studies from a political scientist and/or an ethnographic point of view addressing the below mentioned questions. An abstract shall be submitted to the editors until 31 March 2009. 

I. Research framework and first assumptions drawn from the workshop
Policies and their implementation affect human behaviour. This publication aims at identifying the effects and impacts of policy measures on undocumented migrants. The papers presented at the Metropolis conference showed that not only the policies of (reluctantly) receiving countries like the EU or the USA affect the behaviour of undocumented migrants, but also the policies of sending and transit countries. Their measures are able to “reinforce” or to “soften” the original objective of immigration control of the EU and the US – depending on their proper national interests. For example it can be shown that some EU countries did have an unofficial interest in unqualified irregular migration which led to incentives for migrants to go there. Additionally, some peripherical states have a stake in consolidating their status as transit countries/zones, because of monetary and relational benefits offered by the EU/US in order to prevent irregular migration. Therefore, these “peripherical benefitting states” might pursue the objectives of the EU/US only apparently/ostensible as they have an interest in further attracting transit migrants. It could be claimed that they partly undermine the implementation of the EU/US policy goals by pursuing their proper national interests. They deport the migrants behind the border, knowing that they will try again and again. While these measures raise the number of persons arrested at the border they therefore justify the increased border management – leading to increased EU/US funding. The interests of transit states can therefore lead to a permanent interim-situation for migrants. Among the different consequences for the migrants themselves are for example new forms of self-organisation in the transit zones in the form of camps, or the creation of a hostile, xenophobe environment for migrants in the receiving country. This includes on the one hand, a criminalisation and securitisation of immigrants, and on the other hand, sanctuary movements as a response to this situation. Furthermore, the consequence of ghost towns and (missing) remittances in the sending countries shall be discussed.

This publication seeks for an approach combined of both political science and ethnography that deals with the following research questions: 

From a political perspective it is interesting 

· In which way do the national interests of sending and transit countries influence the implementation of migration control policies? And in how far do they achieve a reduction of irregular migration?  

· How do these interests differ between sending, transit and receiving countries? And which incentives are offered by the receiving side to secure the cooperation of the other states? 

Ideally, this set of questions is enriched with an empirical case study that analyses from an ethnographic perspective 

· How migrants react towards these policies during their decision to migrate or during their way/travel/rescue? 

· And how do these policies influence the migrants’ settlement in the countries of transit or destination?

The case studies can therefore deal with the following scenarios or ideally combine them:
	migration control
	
	implementation by sending states
	
	impacts on immigrants

	migration control
	
	implementation by transit states
	
	impacts on immigrants

	migration control
	
	implementation by receiving states
	
	impacts on immigrants


Among the impacts on immigrants can be:
· Judicial dimension: status of immigrants (legal, illegal), extend of internal control by receiving or transit countries

· Humanitarian dimension: treatment of migrants, respect of human rights

· Sociological/ethnographic dimension: New forms of self-organisation of migrants in the transit zones; new forms of self-organisation in the countries of destination

· economic dimension: marginalisation, social status, missing remittances

· social dimension: degree of integration/assimilation, health care

· political dimension: participation, right to vote, sanctuary movements

· geopolitical dimension: ghost towns 

· cultural dimension: perception of the immigrants by the host society, changes in society, discourses on (irregular) migration 

III. Call for further case studies
This call aims at the submission of further case studies regarding the above mentioned relations between the policy level and the migration strategies. The case studies can either focus on the EU or the USA border regions. Authors are asked to submit an abstract to the editors 
by 31 March 2009. 

Berlin, 14 February 2009 
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