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I- BACKGROUND
The world is strongly marked by the globalization and intensification of migratory waves. New original migratory spaces are being set up: from Africa to Asia, from Eastern Europe to the European Union, …
This accentuation and reconstitution of migratory waves are occurring in a context of globalization characterized by a lightning development of communication means, an increase of flows of goods, services, information and human beings, as well as by increasing poverty rates in countries of origin of migrants and harder entry conditions in countries of destination (host countries).
All this has contributed to African migrations swing over illegal channels, through the Sahara desert or the Atlantic Ocean. This propensity to leave by any means, including high-risk networks, translates the perception of migration as social promotion means. 
The migration wave which increases every day also involves high-skilled persons, mostly in the domain of health. This type of migration which is a new way for the globalization of manpower finds expression in the reinforcement (in host countries) and the weakening (in migrants’ countries of origin) of manpower.  
 Debates on the positive and/or negative effects of such international mobility of workers are far from being closed. The funds transferred to migrants’ countries of origin obviously help to alleviate poverty. Yet, their use for financing productive investments is rather limited. Social change induced by international migration has a double-sided advantage. On the one hand, it is a significant path in fighting against inequalities. On the other hand, it is an undeniable means for the reinforcement of populations’ citizenship and political commitment.  
Nonetheless, migratory waves appear to be political, economic, social, cultural and sanitary challenges for the governments of southern as well as northern countries. These challenges must imperatively be met in order to achieve the Millenary Development Goals.
. 

II – JUSTIFICATION     
Beyond its relevancy which can be perceived through political challenges it creates in countries of destination as well as through the shift of travel channels to illegal networks, migration is a world-wide problem. Therefore, it not only influences populations’ daily living but also decisions-making in big national as well as international institutions. Interconnections between migration, economic and social development reveal changes in various domains: institutional and political changes, demographic and social mutations, territorial and cultural reconstitution, disruptions with respect to health and human rights. Due to all these matters, the observation and analysis of migration related matters cause theoretical as well as methodological difficulties.    
Yet, migration will, surely, be in the heart of the world evolution during the next few decades. Therefore, it must arouse genuine scientific and political interest. 
The second international symposium organized by the Institute for Population, Development and Reproductive Health has been held in response to that highly legitimate concern. In fact, the objective of the symposium is to be an exchange and discussion forum on «Migration and globalization: current stakes and future challenges».

 For more efficiency, the Organizing Committee has divided that vast and interesting topic in ten sub-themes:
1. Methodological problems related to the survey on migrations 

2. Migrations and demographic changes    

Migrations, political and social changes
3. Migrations and Gender
4. Migrations and Health 

5. Migrations, the diaspora and the mobility of skills
6. Migrations and money transfers
7. Migrations, territoriality and trans-nationality
8. Migrations, human rights and citizenship 

9. Migrations and the Millenary Development Goals (MDGs).

---------------------------------------------

1. Methodological problems related to migrations

International migration is a vast domain of research for social sciences specialists. It is at the centre of the States’ and political leaders’ concerns. Many theories have been developed during the last few years by academicians working on various subjects: (economics, geography, sociology, demography, etc.). However, they appear fragmented and not a single paradigm has emerged so far. Methodological difficulties related to surveys on migrations reside in data collection methods variability and reliability. Furthermore, the identification of the target  when it comes to international migration (legal migrations versus illegal migrations)  does not always help to develop harmonized methodological approaches that enable to analyze international migration related issues in countries of origin as well as in host countries. The methodological aspects of migration data collection and analysis will certainly be well dealt with in the various papers that will be presented during the symposium.
2. Migrations and demographic changes
Be it in countries of origin or in host countries, migrations are sources of demographic changes. Such cha
nges concern the population size, the constitution by sex and by age, the vitality of fertility, the density of the population. There is no doubt that during the symposium, contributors would catch their sights on the various links existing between migration and demographic transition in Sub-Saharan African countries, on Africa’s immigration contribution in revamping fertility in European countries, and on migration’s response with respect to the elderliness issue in Northern countries.
3 Migrations, social and political mutations 

Migration affects the functioning of social institutions as well as political institutions to a lesser degree. Through complex mechanism of power redistribution, family, social and political institutions get reconstructed based on modalities more or less influenced by migration. The family’s role as leader for departure networks got consolidated. The family is also the premium beneficiary of migrations benefits. Migrants’ associative trend can be felt through the associations of people from (a place) and/or of the same brotherhood.  Though such active role of migration in the public scene is new, it is getting consolidated and is assuming various forms, going from the participation to public investments to the conquest for political power. Therefore, one can wonder about the effects such migration has on family and social structures as well as on political institutions.
4. Migration and gender
Migration which was, for quite a long time, reserved for men of a certain age, is being more and more feminized and more and more captivating young people. 
Three factors may explain this. First of all, we can mention family reunion; secondly, women’s and young people’s independence has been reinforced in West Africa; and thirdly, original emigration channels to Spain, Italia and the United States are developing. Today, there is a new approach on migrant women as social and economic development actors. The approach helped to discover that the fact that young people and women are more and more interested in international migration reveal the existence of a new trend and new social change process. So now, we need to try to see, on the one hand, whether the increased interest these groups (women and the youth) have for international migration is not a sign which announces the redistribution and equitable reconstruction of the roles between the various social groups, and, on the other hand, whether we are not witnessing a reconstruction of social relations, the citizen participation and involvement in socioeconomic activities of migrant women and young migrants, and of women and young people still in their countries of origin.  
5. Migrations and health
In their countries of origin, migrants contribute in investments in the health system while in host countries, they are confronted to problems relating to their medical treatment and job security risks. Therefore, migration is in the heart of health policies though its role and place have not been specified yet. It would be great if,  during the symposium, the contributions on the theme could help to get a clearer idea about the impact of migration on the development of the health system in migrants’ countries of origin, on articulating migrants’ actions in compliance with public policies on health, on how to lessen the side effects of migration on populations’ health, and lastly on mechanisms meant for promoting greater access to and appropriate treatment of the diaspora in host countries’ health systems..
6. Migrations, the diaspora and skills mobility
In a global economy, skills mobility phenomenon is real. The number of physicians from Malawi working in London is higher than in their own countries. In Senegal, most of the psychiatricians have migrated to Europe, namely to France where they work in hospitals. Such departures also involve engineers, computer science specialists, financers, etc. Do the members of that diaspora participate to the development of their countries of origin? 
It would be interesting if, during the symposium, the contributors could examine that issue as well as ways for reconcile training programs abroad (necessary for scientific and technical innovation and for the globalization of know-how) and equity in skills circulation and use. 
7. Migrations and money transfers
There is a rather wide consensus on the importance of international migration financial potential. Migrants transfer to their countries of origin revenues whose aggregate amount might exceed public assistance funds. The volume of the transfers keeps on increasing steadily. Due to that, the transfers are in the centre of the political leaders’ and private companies managers’ concerns, who are wondering: How to reduce the transfers fees and costs? Which political, economic and legal framework must be set up in order to promote the investment of the transfers in productive sectors? How to foster/accompany the new form of capital globalization? 
It would be wonderful if, during the symposium, the contributors talk about the abovementioned burning questions.  
8. Migrations, territoriality and  transnationality
Globalization intensifies populations’ moves and challenges political, cultural and economic frontiers. Cultures become more and more hybrid and transnational. Even territories undergo changes and get reconstructed. Faced to such composite situation, we expect the symposium to clear the path and propose a concise and detailed explanation on the various phenomena involved. May-be, it would succeed in doing so by answering to the following questions: What are these territories and transnational communities various construction stages? How do the relations between the transnational communities and populations in host countries start? What are these communities related to the formation of transnational economies? 
Which types of institutions and legislation are needed for such communities?

How can migration help to trigger off a new type of citizen? 
9. Migrations and Law
It is obvious that, migration, be it national or international, is by essence a legal issue. The issue is so complex given that migrants evolve in various legal systems. In this connection, the presentations to be made during the symposium must rather help to make less complex that legal issue by providing answers to the following questions: 

What are the difficulties which illegal emigration causes with respect to Western countries’ legislations? Which transnational regulations should we have with respect to national laws and legal rules conservatism? What should be international organizations’ reaction(s) faced to this legal challenge?  How to reconcile requirements for the respect of human rights and illegal migration? 
10. Migrations and the Millenary Development Goals 

Migration is inter-related with most of the millenary development goals (MDGs). It is known that poverty which the MDG I deals with is one of the major causes for migration. Yet, we still can try to tackle the following two questions: Do the MDGs take into account migration as cause of poverty as well as means for poverty alleviation? Can migration help in achieving the MDGs?

Let the contributors try to answers these questions.
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