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International Conference on

Migration and Life-Course Research

5 / 6 December 2008, Conference Center “Teerhof”, University of Bremen
The conference aims at bringing together scholars from migration research who are interested in the analytical potential of the life-course perspective. The life-course concept refers to the interaction of biographical with historical social structures over time in human development. A sociological life-course approach to migration, thus, focuses on the societal organisation and institutional framing of migrants’ life courses as well as the patterns of migrants’ biographical mastering of transitions and coordinating of life spheres. Methodologically, this conceptual focus on the complex interplay of structure and agency calls for dynamic individual-level analyses which are embedded in a multi-level model of social processes. Cumulative effects that result from migrants’ biographical plans, decisions, and behaviour framed by, or embedded in, institutional structures can only be grasped by such a dynamic research strategy.
Friday, December 5th 2008

10.00-10.15
Welcome and Introduction

10.15-11.00
Janina Söhn: The educational attainment of Germany's 1.5 immigrant generation: life-course related determinants

11.00-11.45
Karin Schittenhelm: Pathways to qualified labour. Career trajectories of the second generation
11.45-12.30
Axel Pohl: Youth transitions in Europe between yoyo trajectories and "doing ethnicity" - results from the UP2YOUTH project
       lunch

13.30-14.15
Frank Kalter: Social capital and the dynamics of international migration: the case of temporary labor migration from Poland to Germany

14.15-15.00
Irena Kogan: Social resources and institutional constraints: labor market integration of FSU immigrants in Germany

       coffee / tea break

15.15-16.00
Can Aybek: The framing of integration policy within vocational training: an analysis of local structures in Germany
16.00-16.45
Flip Lindo: Understanding interactions across ethnic boundaries: possible contributions of life-course research
       coffee / tea break
17.00-17.45
Borja Martinovich: Ethnic composition of contacts among recent immigrants in Canada: a longitudinal approach

17.45-18.30
Andreas Farwick: The effect of ethnic segregation on the process of assimilation in a life course perspective

       dinner
Saturday, December 6th 2008
09.15-10.00
Helga de Valk: The transition to adulthood: a focus on children of immigrants

10.00-10.45
Michael Windzio: Leaving parental home of Turkish immigrants and native Germans: the role of family related norm orientations

10.45-11.30
Julia Schrödter: Transnational marriages of immigrants in Western Germany: analyses based on Microcensus data from 1976-2004

       coffee / tea break

12.00-12.45
Reinhard Schunck: Visiting home. A longitudinal study of transnational activities among immigrants in Germany

12.45-13.30
Rossalina Latcheva: A dynamic and multidimensional model of integration - Building on longitudinal quantitative and qualitative data on migrants in Vienna

13.30-14.00
Concluding Remarks and Farewell
The conference is funded by the “Bremen International Graduate School of Social Sciences” (BIGSSS) and sponsored by the “Hans-Böckler-Stiftung”
Conference Team:

Dr. Can Aybek
Prof. Dr. Michael Windzio
Prof Dr. Matthias Wingens

Contact:

Prof. Dr. Matthias Wingens
Bremen International Graduate School of Social Sciences
Postfach 33 04 40
28334 Bremen
Phone: +49 (0) 421 218 4148
email: mwingens@bigsss.uni-bremen.de
Conference Venue:

Gästehaus Teerhof, Teerhof 58, 28199 Bremen

(http://www.gaestehaus.uni-bremen.de/wegbeschreibung_teerhof.pdf)
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