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Session DGS-Section “Migration und ethnische Minderheiten”
(Border Crossing) Migrants’ Organisations – new actors of social change?

Studies in the field of international migration tend to focus either on the micro-level of individuals, families, households, in general: the everyday life level or on the macro-level of state policies, international flows of people, money, information and other resources, in general: the institutional level. The meso-level of migrants’ organizations and networks is less analysed. However, migrants’ organizations play a decisive role in structuring the flows of information, people, money, cultures and traditions from one country to another. Migrants’ organizations structure not only migration processes but also the processes of migrants’ entanglement and incorporation in the regions of origin and of arrival. They are crucial for local and regional integration as well as for maintaining transnational social ties. Migrants’ organizations are, one the one hand, the outcome and sediment of transnational social networking, and on the other hand, they are central also for the maintenance, and differentiation of such networks. Migrants’ organizations provide different types of political, social, medical, legal, economic, and cultural services, and they are frameworks for the clustering of economic, social, cultural and political capital. 

The proposed session deals with migrants’ organisations in general with a special focus on border crossing migrants’ organizations (BCMO). At present, there is a considerable shortage of research on this type of migrants’ organizations. Although recent research shows that – maybe even a growing amount - of organizations exists which in their activities, aims or resources span the borders of two or more countries, further conceptual and empirical efforts are needed to clarify firstly what is to be understood by BCMOs, and secondly what is the role of these organisations in the integration process of migrants in receiving countries and in receiving societies in general, in development processes in countries of origin and in creating transnational social, political or economic spaces.
The session aims at discussing theoretical-conceptual research perspectives as well as empirical evidence about migrant organizations. Of special interest are those migrants’ organizations that are border-crossing (BCMOs) and among those organizations which are not only country-of-origin or country-of-arrival-centred but that work in both, the country (or countries) of origin and the country (or countries) of arrival. But all proposals dealing with migrant organizations are welcome. Some important research questions are:

· How do migrant organizations balance and handle structural tension between identity and integration, between efficiency and legitimacy, between members’ interest and expectations of their environment?

· Is there a specific pattern of trajectory of migrant organizations concerning the migrants’ country of origin and of arrival focus (e.g. from country of origin to country of arrival orientation? 
· How differs the logic of resource mobilisation and of claims making according to characteristics of the organisations and their environment?

· How are ethnic, national, religious-cultural and socio-economic interests intermediated in the interplay of migrant organisations in their corresponding umbrella organisations?

· What is the current empirical evidence related to the integration-segmentation dilemma of migrant organisations?

· Are there strong and promising theoretical-conceptual frameworks for the analysis of migrant organisations (e.g. organisation research, network theory, political opportunity structure/migration regimes, neo-corporatism, migration systems, transnationalism)? 

· How frequent are BCMOs as compared to one-place-migrants’ organization and which are the most significant factors determining their characteristics?
· What issues are addressed by BCMOs, and how do they contribute to social, political, cultural or economic change in their corresponding countries of migrants’ origin and arrival?

· Which role do BCMOs play in the channelling remittances to countries of origin?

· Is there empirical evidence on a 'new generation' of migrant organisations which are essentially transnational?
· How to explain the differences and variation of migrant organisations by their corresponding countries of arrival and/or of origin?
The section session aims at applying an interdisciplinary perspective and at combining research perspectives from different strands of social science research such as organization research, migration studies, and transnationalism studies.
Proposals (1-2 pages in German or in English, the presentations could also be held in German or English) should be sent by email until 15.04.2008 at the latest to:
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